
City of Columbia Mask Ordinance
UPDATE

The City of Columbia amended its emergency order requiring that 
face coverings be worn in all public places and businesses.  The 

order is in effect as of November 5, 2020.
What is a face covering?
A face covering is a cloth or other type of material 
that covers both your nose and mouth.

When am I required to wear a face covering?
Face coverings are required in all public places 
within the City.  All persons entering a commercial 
establishment in the City must wear a face covering 
while inside the establishment.  A face covering 
must also be worn in situations where distances 
between people change frequently such as a busy 
sidewalk, waiting area, or popular outdoor area 
where it is impractical or impossible to maintain six 
feet of distance at all times. 

When are face coverings not required?
Face coverings are not required in the following 
circumstances:
a. In personal vehicles;
b. When a person is alone in enclosed spaces; 
during outdoor physical activity, provided the active 
person maintains a minimum of six (6) feet from 
other people at all times;
c. When a person is alone or only with other 
household members; 
d. While drinking, eating or smoking;
e. When wearing a face covering causes or 
aggravates a health condition.
f. When wearing a face covering would 
prevent the receipt of personal services.
g. When a person is 10 years of age or younger

What if I violate the ordinance?
A person who fails to comply with the ordinance 
shall be guilty of a civil infraction, punishable by a 
fine of not more than $100.00.

I work in a restaurant – am I required to wear a 
mask? 
All restaurants, bars, retail stores, salons, grocery 
stores, and pharmacies in the City must require their 
employees to wear a face covering at all times while 
having face to face interaction with the public.  

Each employee not in compliance with this 
ordinance will be considered a separate and 
distinct offense.  A violation of this section of the 
ordinance is a civil infraction, punishable by a fine 
of not more than $100.00. 
In addition to the fine, repeated violations may 
result in the suspension or revocation of any 
occupancy permit or business license issued to a 
business where the repeated violations occurred. 
Repeated violations are additionally hereby 
declared to be a public nuisance, which may be 
abated by the City by restraining order, preliminary 
and permanent injunction, or other means 
provided for by the laws of this State.


